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On Sept. 16, in separate meetings in New York, UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar
presented a series of proposals to President Alfredo Cristiani and five Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) commanders aimed at breaking the stalemate in peace talks. A UN
spokesperson indicated that negotiations could continue beyond the two days scheduled. In
statements to reporters following the first session with Perez de Cuellar, rebel delegation members
Francisco Jovel and Shafick Handal expressed optimism. Handal reiterated that the primary obstacle
to peace is the army. He said President Cristiani is committed to maintaining the army in its present
form. UN mediator Alvaro de Soto said establishing conditions and guarantees which would
permit the integration of rebel combatants into civilian life presents the main stumbling block
to reconciliation. According to de Soto, the rebels "want to know if the pool has water and if the
temperature is right before they get in." In Los Angeles, Salvadoran refugees held a vigil in front of
the Salvadoran consulate to demonstrate support for the peace talks. Refugee spokesperson Jesus
Aguilar indicated that according to the 1990 census there are 900,000 Salvadorans in Los Angeles.
(Basic data from ACAN-EFE, AFP, EFE, Notimex, 09/16/91)
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